— — — 
een IV » 


Þ [antes fart Hants ler. . 


AN 


A 0 


MORE EFFECTU FECTUALLY TO 


PROVIDE ron THE SUPPORT 
awo rr 
CERTAIN REGULATIONS 
PROTECTION of SLAVES; 
To promote and encourage their Increaſe; 


AND GENERALLY TO 


MELIORAT ETA CONDITION 


Publiſhed by Authority. 


PRINTED BY RICHARD CABLE, IN BASSETERRE, 


1799. 


* 
* 


*% 


SAN NN. NN CSR D ο e D Ax 5 
CREE AVER CREE ͤ ccc 


Saint Chriſtopher, 


An 4CT more efeftually to provide fer the 
Support, and to exlend certain Regulations 
for the Protection of Slaves, to promote and 
encourage their Increaſe, and generally to 
meliorale their Condition. | 


4 OUR MAJESTY's loyal and obedient Subjects the Come 
mander in Chief of your Majeſty's Leeward Charibbee Iſlands 
in America, and the General Council and General Aſſembly 
of the ſaid Iſlands, duly convened and aſſembled at the Town 
„ 5 of Baſſeterre in the Iſland of Saint Chriſtopher, having taken 
Wag into their moſt ſerious conſideration; the Reſolution of the 
Honorable the Houſe of Commons of Great Britain, of the ſixth day of 
April, in the Thirty-ſeventh year of your Majeſty's Reign; recommended 
to their attention by your Majeſty's ſaid Commander in Chief of your 
Leeward Charibbee Iflands, in obedience to your Majeſty's Order 
communicated by his Grace the Duke of Portland, one of your Majeſty's 
Principal Secretaries of State; and having maturely deliberated upon the 
meaſures which appear to them beſt calculated to obviate the cauſes which 
hitherto may have impeded the natural increaſe of Negroes already in theſe 
Iſlands gradually, as they hope to diminiſh the neceſſity of the Slave 
Trade, and ultimately to lead to its final termination, and deſiring to grant 
unto the Slaves in theſe your Majeſty's Leeward Charibbee Iſlands; every 
indulgence and encouragement which may tend to their moral and religious 
improvement, and to ſecure to them the certain, immediate and active 
protection of the law, as far as the ſame can poſſibly be extended to them, 
conſiſtently with that good order, diſcipline and obedience which is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to preſerve and maintain in all places where from inevitable 
local (circumſtances ſlavery muſt, with ſome reſtrictions be tolerated ; and 
defiring alſo to prevent as much as poſſible, any inſtances of cruelty or 
oppreſſion, and to compel all perſons to treat their ſlaves with that humanity 
| which is generally prevalent in theſe Iſlands; Do humbly pray your Moſt 
Excellent Majeſty that it may be enacted and ordained : 3 
I. And be it and it is hereby enaſted and ordained by the Luthority 
aforeſaid, That every owner or directot of any ſlave or ſlaves within the 
leeward iſlands, ſhall weekly and every week, under the penalty of ten 
2 Y ſhillings 
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ſhillings per head for each and every ſlave under his or her direction 
for every omiſſion, purchaſe or provide at the rate of the following quan- 
tities of proviſion, that is to ſay, for every ſlave at the rate of nine pints 
of corn or beans, or eight pints of peaſe or wheat or rye flour or Indian 
corn meal, or nine pints of oatmeal, or ſeven pints of rice, or eight pints of 
caſſava flour or farine, or eight pounds of biſcuit, or twenty pounds of 
ams or potatoes, or ſixteen pounds of eddoes, tanias, or tyres, or thirty 
pounds of plantains or bananas, and alſo one pound and vne quarter of 
herrings, ſhads, mackarel, or other ſalted proviſions, or double the quantity 
of freſh fiſh or other freſh proviſieas, all which ſaid proviſions to be of 
good and wholeſome quality: Provided nevertheleſs, that every ſuch 
owner or director ſhall have the abſolute and uncontroulable right of 
diſtributing and dividing all and every ſuch quantities of proviſion fo to be 
divided as aforeſaid, unto and among all and every his ſlave or ſlaves, in 
ſuch proportions, ſhares and allowances as he ſhall think proper, according 
to the different labour, ſize, age, and ſtrength or otherwiſe, of all and eve 
{uch ſlave and ſlaves, and as the ſame ſhall appear to him in his diſcretion 
eligible or right; but notwithſtanding ſuch diſcretionary power, ſuch owner 
or director ſhall actually diſtribute weekly and every week, among all his 
ſlaves, the whole quantity of proviſions herein before directed to be 
purchaſed ot provided, under the penalty aforeſaid for every omiſſion: 
Provided alſo, that every aged, infirm or ſickly flave, and every ſlave 
afflicted with any loathſome or contagious diſorder, ot every ſlave being 
incapable of labour, ſhall receive weekly and every week, at leaſt one full 
rate or ratio of allowance aforeſaid, notwithſtanding the general diſcre- 
tionary power of dividing the ſame herein before permitted to the owner, 
and notwithſtanding any other power which he may have. And if any 
owner or director of any flave or ſlaves within the leeward iſlands, ſhall 
omit or neglect under any pretext whatever, eſpecially under pretext of 
abſence from the ſaid plantation, or that the ſaid ſlave is wandering about 
the towns or other parts of the iſland, or that he cannot be found to diſtri- 
bute and ſhare weekly and every week, to any of his aged, infirm or ſickly 
flaves, or to any of his flaves afflicted with any loathſome or contagious 


diſorder, or incapable of labour, ſuch full rate or ratio of proviſions as afore- 


ſaid, he ſhall forfeit for every ſuch negle& or omiſſion, the ſum of twenty 
ſhillings, unleſs ſuch flave ſhall be provided for in the hoſpital or fick houſe, 


II. And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That it 
ſhall and may be lawful for every owner or director of any ſlaves em- 
loyed on any plantation in the leeward lands, to reduce and diminiſh; 
when he ſhall be actually making ſugar or cutting canes on ſuch plant- 
ation for the whole week in which he makes ſuch reduction, the quantity 
of proviſions herein before directed to be diftributed among his flaves, 
in the proportion which one fifth part of the ſaid proviſions bears to 
the whole thereof, but on no account in a larger proportion. Provided 
nevertheleſs, that in as much as it is neceſſary for enſuring the ſubſiſtence 
which is the principal <bje& of this Act, that in ſome of the leeward Cha- 
ribbee iſlands the proviſions given to the ſlaves in crop time ſhould be 
increaſed, and may without derogating from ſuch ſubſiſtence be out of 
erop diminiſhed ; That no owner or director of any ſlave within the Virgin 
Iſlands ſhall be permitted to make the aforeſaid reduction in any week in 
which he ſhall be or have been actually employed in the manufacturing 
ſugar or grinding canes, but every owner or director of every ſlave worked 
| on 
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en any plantation within the ſaid Virgin Iſlands, ſhall Leer out of 
crop to make a reduction of one fifth part of the dry ꝓrobiſions herein 
before directed to be given to his or her ſlaves, whenever he or ſhe ſhall 
give and allow to each and every of his or her ſlaves as much land and time 
as ſhall with his or her labour on ſuch land for ſuch time, be likely to pro- 
duce the value of ſuch dry proviſions. And provided alſo, that if the value 
of ſuch dry proviſions thall not be produced by ſuch land, every ſuch 
owner or director ſhall make good to every ſlave whoſe land ſhall be leſs 
productive, the difference between its produce and the value of the dr 


pioviſions to which ſuch ſlave under this Act would otherwiſe be intitled; 


III. And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That money 
ſhall on no account be given to {laves in lieu of the proviſions herein before 
directed to be purchaſed or diftiibuted, unleſs in caſe of abſolute and 
unequivocal neceſſity, and that if any owner or director of any ſlave or 
Daves within the leeward iſlands thall offend againit this clauſe, he ſhall 
forteit the ſum of fifty pounds. | | 


IV. And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That when- 
ever and as often as any owner or director of any ſlave or ſlaves within the 
leeward iſlands, ſhall commute or exchange for money the proviſions 
herein before directed to be purchaſed or provided for ſuch ſlaves, or any 
part of the ſame, he ſhall give and pay to and among his ſlaves at the rate 
of four ſhillings per week for each and every ſlave with whom he ſhall 
make ſuch commutation, and alſo give and allow two half days in each week 
to ſuch ſlave, to reſort to the beſt market for laying out to the beſt advantage 
ſuch commutation money. Provided neverthelcts, that it ſhall and may 
be lawful for every owner and director to divide, diſtribute and ſhare ſuch 
commutation money among all and every of his ſlaves with whom he 
makes ſuch commutation and exchange, in the fame manner and with the 
ſame diſcretionary power as is herein before veſted in him with reſpect to 
the proviſions he is herein before directed to purchaſe, procure and diſtribute. 


V. And whereas from the ſituation and local circumſtances of many 
eſtates in the leeward iſlands, the owners or directors of ſuch eſtates are ena- 
bled to allor portions of land to their flaves more than ſufficient for their 
ſupport and maintenance, and, from which ſuch ſaves grow rich, and it 


would therefore not only be unneceſſary, but even unjuſt and ruinous to 


ſuch planters to compel them to give the ſame allowance with others who 
have not the benefit of ſuch proviſion grounds: Be it therefore enated by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That whenever the quantity of proviſion land 
under cultivation with the owners time upon any eſtate in the leeward 
illands, ſhall be in the proportion of one acre of land for every ten ſlaves 
worked and employed upon ſuch eſtate, and the produce of ſuch land ſhall 


de in proportion to one half of the quantity of proviſions, or in any larger 


proportion, by this Att directed to be purchaſed or procured for all the 
faves ſo worked or employed, That then it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
owner or direQor of ſuch plantation to diminiſh by one half or in any 
other proportion, the quantity of dry proviſions, according to the quantity 
of proviſions produced from ſuch land, directed by this Act to be purchaſed 
or procured for and diſtributed among ſuch flaves, provided the whole 
produce of the land ſo under cultivation or the proportion hereby pre- 
ſcribed, is appropriated to the ule of the ſlaves fo employed, and mls” 
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{alſo that the ownet or director diftributes or cauſes to be diſtributed among 
them their full allowance or rates of ſalt or freſh proviſions aforeſaid. And 
provided further, that ſuch, owner or director ſhall attend the Council 
1 in the iſland where ſuch plantation ſhall be ſituate, once in every 
twelve months, and then and there take the following oath, viz. * 7 do 


Fewear that there are now faves upon or belonging to the plant- 
ation under my direfion in the pariſh er diviſion of | and that 


there is under the cultivation of proviſions upon the ſaid plantation at leaft in 
the proportion of one acre of land for every ten flaves thereon, and that the 
produce of the ſaid land has been for twelve months laſt paſt, or for ſo much 
of the ſaid twelve months laſt paſt, as I have been owner or director thereof, 
together with the quantity of proviſions appropriated or diſtributed among the 
aid flaves fully adequate to the ratio of proviſions directed by this A to be 
purchaſed or procured, diſtributed and ſbare i among them and every other 
fave for the time aforeſaid, and that the ſaid produce has been appropriated, 
and the ſaid proviſions have been ſbared and diſtributed agreeable to the direc- 
tions of this Ad, to the beſt of my knowledge and belief. So ntLp ms Gon.” 


Vl. and be it further enaited by the Authoricy afotefaid; That every 


owner or director of any plantation within the leeward iſlands; ſhall allot 


and give to every flave of which he is owner or director, and who is capa- 
ble of working the ſame, a piece or ſpot of good well laying land of forty 
feet ſquare at leaſt, immediately round or cloſe to his houſe it the ſame can 
be done without pulling down or injuring any other negro houſe, and if it 
cannot be ſo done, then every ſuch owner or director thall allot and give to 
each and every ſuch ſlave the ſame quantity of land in ſome part of the ſaid 
plantation on which ſuch negro reſides, and commodious for his working 
the ſame, under the penalty of five pounds for every offence againſt this 
clauſe : Provided there is ſo much land as is hereby required to be allotted 
as aforeſaid on the plantation of which he is ſuch owner or director, not 
uſually planted in canes, and if there is not, he ſhall give and allow to every 
ſuch ſlave as aforeſaid, in lieu of the fame, an annual compenſation which 
ſhall be equal to the annual value of the land uſually allotted as aforeſaid, 
under the like penalty of five pounds for every inſtance in which he ſhail 
omit or neglect to make ſuch compenſation, | 


VII. And be it further enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, That every 
owner or director of any ſlave within the leeward iſlands, ſhall twice in 
every year, that is to ſay, on the firſt day of January and the firſt day of 
Auguſt, provide for and give to each and every of his male flaves one 
jacket made of good ſound woollen cloth, and one pair of trowſers made of 
good ſound ofenbrigs; and to each and every of his female flaves one 
wrapper of ſuch woollen cloth, and one petticoat of ſuch oſenbrigs : 
Provided always, that in caſe any ſuch owner or director ſhall think pro- 
per to furniſh ſuch ſlave with a good and ſufficient blanket, and a hat or 


cap, with the conſent of ſuch {lave, the ſame ſhall be in lieu of one ſuit of 


ſuch clothes as aforeſaid, 


VIII. And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That once 
in every twelve months each and every owner or director of ſlaves ſhall, 
under the penalty of one hundred pounds, appear before the Court of 
King's Bench or Common Pleas of the iſland where ſuch owner or director 


ſhall reſide, and ſhall then and there take the following oath, viz, © A. B. 
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wo favear upon the holy Evangeliſis of Almighty God, that I have truly and 
Fairly diſtributed, or cauſed to be diſtributed or appropriated for the laſt twelve 
months paſt ( or Ao fo long as the ſaid owner or director has had the direction 
of ſuch ſlaves ) between and among the ſlaves under my direction the full ratio 
of proviſions and clothing as directed by an A intituled * An AA more effec- 
* tually to provide for the ſupport, and to extend certain Regulatirns for the 
PHrotection of Slaves, to promote and encourage their Increaſe, and generally 
* to meliorate their Condition, to the beſt of my knowledge, judgment and belief 
and without any fraud or intent to evade the ſaid Aft, ob HELP u Goh.“ 


IX. And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That every 
owner or director of any ſlave or ſlaves within the leeward iſlands, ſhall 
give and allow to every ſuch ſlave who ſhall be employed in any field work 
on any plantation, or in the eatrying, digging, removing, or making up 
manure, or in the picking graſs or in any plantation labour, in the perform- 
ance of which breakfaſt and noon time is now uſually allowed, at leaſt one 
complete half hour for every ſuch ſlave to eat his breakfaſt, and at that time 
to reſt and refreſh himſelf, that no ſlave ſhall at ſuch time be permitted to 

uit the field or place in which he is at work, without the particular leave 
of ſuch owner or director, or of the overſeer or driver acting under him, and 
every ſuch owner or director ſhall alſo give and allow to every ſuch ſlave 
two full and complete hours at noon or dinner time, toreſt and refreſh 
himſelf, or to procure, dreſs and eat his dinner, during which two hcurg 
no ſuch ſlave ſhall be employed in any work, labour, buſineſs or manner 
whatever : and any perſon offending againſt this clauſe, ſhall for every ſuch 
offence, forfeit a ſum not leſs than twenty ſhillings, nor mire than five 
pounds, | | 


X. And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That no 
owner or director of ſlaves belonging to any plantation within the leeward 
iflands. ſhall call or turn out to his work any ſuch ſlave before the hour of 
five in the morning, nor thall any ſuch owner or director continue any ſuch 
ſlave at work after the hour of ſeven o'clock in the evening, except in crop 
time, or from ſome evident neceſſity, under the penalty of five pounds. 


XI. And be it enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That whereas many 
ſlaves who have no owners or directors who can be diſcovered and com- 
pelled to provide for them, become incapable from contagious diſorders; 
old age, ſickneſs or other infirmities, of labouring to procure a ſubſiſtence 
for themſelves, that in all ſuch caſes it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
Veſtry of any pariſh within the leeward iſlands or the Preſident of the 
Council or Speaker of the Aſſembly, or any Juſtice of the Peace where 
there is no Veſtry, to provide in a ſuitable manner for the ſupport and 
maintenance of ſuch ſlave or ſlaves, and to prefer the accounts for the ſame 
againſt the public of the iſland in which ſuch ſlave ſhall be found or diſco- 
vered, and the ſaid public is hereby charged with and made liable for the 
payment of ſuch accounts out of its treafury or tuca other funds as it may 
chooſe to apply in payment of the ſame. 


XII. Qhereas to avoid the inconvenience that do ſome times ariſe 
from perſons manumitting and fetting free their flaves when they are ren- 
dered incapable of ſervice by age, inlirmity, accident or calamity, to avoid 


the expeuce of providing a proper ſubſiſtence for ſuch ſlave: Be it and it 
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is hereby further enafted, that if any proprietor of a ſlave ſhall manumit 


or ſet free any flave in his or her poſſeſſion, who ſhall be rendered incapa- 
ble of ſervice from any of the cauſes aforefaid, that ſuch proprietor ſhall be 
obliged to pay into the hands of the Treaſurer of the ifſand where ſuch 
flave ſhall be ſo manumitted and ſet free, the ſum of three hundred pounds 
eurrency, from which ſum ſuch flave ſhall be intitled to draw half yearly, 
an intereſt ariſing upon ſuch ſum according to the rate of intereſt in each 
reſpective iſland, for his or her ſubſiſtence during the life of ſuch ſlave; 
and that upon the death of ſuch ſlave ſo manumitted and ſet free, the faid 
ſum of three hundred pounds currency ſhall be appropriated to the uſe of 
the public. 


XIII. And be it further enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, That every 
owner or director of any ſlave or flaves within the leeward iflands, ſhall 
keep and produce, whenever legally required, a full, true, plain and weekly 
account of all the proviſions purchaſed for or diſtributed or ſhared out 
among all or any of his flaves, and alſo of all commutation money paid in 
lieu of the ſame, and alſo a full, true, and weekly account of the number 
of his ſlaves, under the penalty of five pounds for each and every week in 
which he ſhall negle& or omit to keep ſuch account, and alſo an account of 
all clothing given to his ſlaves, with the times of his giving the ſame, and 
the number of flaves, of which he is the owner or director at ſuch times, 
under the penalty of twenty- five pounds, and if he ſhall refuſe to produce 
ſuch account or accounts whenever he ſhall be thereto legally _—_— he 
ſhall forfeit the ſum of twenty-five pounds, 


XIV. And be it further enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, That if 
any white or free coloured perſon, who is not the owner or director of any 
flave ill treated as herein after mentioned, ſhall beat or ill treat any ſlave, or 
ſhall take away or c>uſe ta be taken away from any flave, any article or 
thing whatſoever, for which ſuch flave ſhall produce a ticket or note from 
his or her owner or director authorizing him or her to ſell or poſſeſs ſuch 
article or thing, or ſhall take away or cauſe to be taken away from any ſlave 
any ſtock, vegetables, proviſions, graſs, tops, youra, or any article or thing 
which ſuch fave ſhall be authorized by any preſent or future exiſting laws, 
uſages, or cuſtoms of the iſland wherein he reſides, to ſell or poſſeſs, or 
ſhall after purchaſing from any ſuch llave, any of the articles or things afore- 
ſaid, refuſe or omit to pay him or her the price agreed upon for the ſame. or 
mall knock off from the head of, or pull away from any flave into the 
dirt or ſtreet, or trample on the ground, or ſcatter about on it any fuch 
articles or thing whatever aforeſaid, or cauſe the ſame to be done, in any of 
ſuch caſes, on complaint made by the owner or director of the faid ſlaves, 
though it may be without oath, to any Juſtice of the peace in or near the 
pariſh where the offence is committed, ſuch Juſtice ſhall, and is hereby 
authorized and directed, by an order in writing under his hand, ſtating the 
complaint made by ſuch owner or director, to command ſuch perſon or 
_ perſons againſt whom ſuch complaint was made, to appear at a time and 

place to be ſpecified in ſuch order before him, and any other Juſtice who 
may be then and there preſent, that ſuch complaint may be examined into, 
and ſuch Juſtices are hereby authorized to take the examination of ſuch 
perſon complained of upon his or her own oath, with reſpect to the ſaid 
complaint, who ſhall be compelled to anſwer on oath ſuch queſtions as the 

laid Juſtices may put to him or her, and if ſuch perſon ſhall not ae 
wer 


ty] 
ſwer ſuch queſtions, or having been duly ſummoned-ſhall reſüſe t6 appe# 
as aforeſaid, he or ſhe ſhall be conſidered as convicted of the ſaid complaint 4 
or if ſuch perſon having fu'ly anſwered ſuch queſtions ſhall not fully excul- 
pate him or herſelf, or ſhall be otherwiſe convicted before the ſaid ſuſticcs, 
he or ſhe ſhall be fined by the ſaid Juſtices in any ſum not exceeding ten 


pounds current money, to be recovered by warrant under the hauds and 
ſels of the ſaid Juſtices, directed to any Conltable, commanding him fotth- 


with to levy on the goods and chat els of ſuch offender ſufficient to pay 


Juch fine with all coſts and charges attending all the proceedings aforeſaid, 
and for want of ſuch goods and chattels, to commit ſuch offender io the 


common jail for any time not exceeding one month, and ſuch Conſtable 


ſhall execiite ſuch warrant under the penalty of twenty pounds current 


money aforeſaid, and the ſaid Juſtices ſhail and may, if they think proper, 


diſpoſe of the fine to the ſlave ſo ill treated, as a compenlation for the injus 


ties he or ſhe may have ſuſtained, 


XV. And be it further enated by the Authority aforefaid, That in 
drder to remove any doubt which may ariſe as to the legality or proptiety 
of puniſhing the owner or director of any {ſlave for any cruel conduct 
towards ſuch ſlave, it is hereby expreſsly declared and enacted, that if any 
perlon ſhall, cruelly whip, maltreat, beat or impriſon or keep in contine- 


ment without ſufficient ſupport, any ſlave under his or her dit ection or care, 


ſuch perſon ſhall be indicted for tlze ſame in the ſuperior court ef criminal 
juriſdiction for the iſland wherein ſuch offence ſhall be committe l, and 
upon being legally convicted thereof, ſhall ſuffer ſuch puniſhm-nt by fine 
or impriſonment or both, as the Judges or Juſtices of ſaid court ſhall think 
proper to inflict, and the faid Judyes or Juſtices are hereby authorized, if 


they ſhall deem ir neceſſary for the further protection of the ſaid flave, to 


order the Marthal or his Jeputy to fell and diſpoſe of ſuch f1 ive to any per— 
ſon (except the owner) at public outery, and at the beſt price that can be 
procured for ſuch flave, andthe monics ariſing from ſuch ſale, aſter pay- 
ment of the fees, ſhall be paid to the perſon having the firſt lien thereon, 
and in caſe of no ſuch prior lien, then to the owner of the taid ilave, 


XVI. And be it further enaftled by the Authority aforcfaio, That if 
any perſon ſhall beat or maltreat any flave not belonging to himſelf or ker- 
ſelf, ſuch «ffender ſhall not only be indicted and. punithed for the fame in 
like manner, but any puniſhment inflicted by the court of criminal juriſ- 
diction for ſuch offence, ſhall not be conſidered as a bar to any action or 
ſuit at law which may be commenced bv the owners of ſuch tlave, or be 


conſidered in mitigation of any damages which may otherwite be given or 


recovered for ſuch treſpaſs or injury. 


XVII. and be it further cnafted by the Lutherity aforeſaid, That in 


caſe any Juſtice of the peace ſhall receive any complaint cr mtelligence 


| which he in his own diſcretion ſhall think prob able, that any ſlave hath 


been mutilated, cruelly puniſhed, or otherwiſe malt-eated or conſined 
without ſufficient ſupport, it ſhall be lawful for ſuch Juſtice of the Peace to 
call to his aſſiſtance tome other Juſtice, and then ſuch two Juſtices ſhall be 
and are hereby authorized to order any Conſtable to bring ſuch ſlave before 
them, or if the cafe ſhall require it, thev are herehv autho 1zed to go to 
ſuch place where ſuch ſlave ſhall be, and direct ſuch ſlave to be produce l 


and ſhewn to them that ſuch inquiry and other proceedings may be ma , 
© ati 
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And had as ſhall be neceſſary for the further proſecution of the offence ; an 
that if ſuch Juſtices ſhall think it proper or neceſſary, they ſhall be, and 
they are hereby authorized to ſend ſuch ſlave to ſome public place of ſecu- 
rity, or to the work houſe if any is provided in the iſland where ſuch ſlave 
ſhall live, to be there kept and detained and ſupported at the expence of the 
owner or director of ſuch flave, until further inquiry ſhall be made into 
the fact according to law, 


XVIII. And be it further enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, That if 
any owner or director of any flave within the leeward iſlands ſhall fix round 
the neck of any ſlave any iron collar with prajecting bars, hooks, or any 
collar with a chain or weight thereto, or ſhall put or fix upon any ſlave 
any chain or any piece or ring of iron whether round the leg or any other 
part of the body of ſuch ſlave, other than ſuch as are abſolutely neceſſary for 
ſecuring the perſon of ſuch ſlave, it ſhall and may be lawful for any Juttice 
of the peace, on information or view of the ſame, to order ſuch collar, 
chain, weight, hooks, bars, and rings, other than ſuch as are neceſſary 

as aforeſaid, to be taken off ſuch ſlave at the expence of ſuch owner, 5 
it ſhall alſo be lawful for ſuch Juſtice to iſſue his warrant to bring ſuc 
owner before him, and if he is of opinion that ſuch owner or director has 
acted wantonly and cruelly, in the putting on or fixing as aforeſaid, any 
ſuch collar, chain, weight. hooks, bars, or rings, or that he was not in- 
fluenced ſolely by the motive of preventing the future deſertion of ſuch 
ſlave, ſuch Juſtice ſhall and may bind over every ſuch owner or director to 
appear at the next Court of King's Bench to be held for the iſſand where 
ſuch offence ſhall be committed, then and there to anſwer for the ſame, and 
upon conviction thereof, to be fined at the diſcretion of ſuch Court, in any 
ſum not exceeding one hundred pounds current money. 


XIX. And be it further enatted by the Authority aforefaid, That 
any owner or director of any ſlave within the leeward iſlands, who ma) 
from ſickneſs or any other cauſe ſtand in need of medical affiſtance, ſhall, 
without loſs of time, procure ſuch aſſiſtance for ſuch ſlave, and alſo ſhall 
provide for and furniſh ſuch ſlave with all ſuch food, wine, nouriſhment, 
and with all and every ſuch other neceſſary and neceſſaries of every kind, 
as the medical perſon whoſe aſſiſtance he may call in, ſhall order or direct 
under the penalty of fifty pounds for every omiſſion. - 


XX. And be it further enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, That when- 
ever any ſlave not under the age of ſix years, nor from natural decay who 
ſhall die ſuddenly without having been viſited at leaſt forty eight hours 
before his or her deceaſe, by ſome medical perſon duly qualified to practice 
phyſick, it ſhall and may be lawful for the Coroner, or where there is no 
Coroner, for ſome Juſtice of the peace, and he is hereby authorized and 
commanded to hold an inqueſt not confiſting of leſs than three perſons on 
the body of ſuch ſlave, to inquire into and return the cauſe of his or her 
death, and if any owner or director of any ſlave within the leeward iſlands, 
ſhall omit to give notice to the Coroner or. Juſtice aforeſaid of the deceaſe 
of any ſuch ſlave under the circumſtances aforeſaid, within fix hours 
after ſuch deceaſe, or ſhall bury any ſlave ſo dying before he ſhall have 
given ſuch notice, or within eighteen hours after the ſame, he ſhall 
forfeit for every ſuch offence, the ſum of one hundred pounds. Provided 
that the perſon taking ſuch inqueſt ſhall in no caſe receive for the ſame, 

; _ more 
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fidre than the ſum of three pounds ſix ſhillings to be paid by the public 


bf {aid iſland. 


XXI. And be it further enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
every white or free coloured perſon charged with the murder or maiming of 
any ſlave, whether ſuch ſlave belong to ſuch perſon or not, ſhall be tried 
and puniſhed for ſuch murder or maiming in the ſame manner without any 
ſort of diſtinction or privilege, as if he or ſhe were charged with the murder 
or maiming of any white or free perſon whatever, Provided nevertheleſs, 
that if he ur ſhe ſhall be convicted, ſuch conviction ſhall not extend to or 
occaſion any corruption of blood, or forfeiture of lands or tenements, goods 
or chattels. 


XXII. And whereas the marriage of flaves cannot give any particulat 
right either to the contracting parties or to their children, ard it being 
unneceſſary and even improper to enforce the celebration of any religious 
rites among the ſlaves in order to ſanctify contraQts, the faithful perform- 
ance of which can be looked for only by a regular improvement in religion, 
morality, and civilization, and ſhould not be immediately enforced by any 
compulſory methods, leſt the violation of ſacred vows be too often added 
to the crime of infidelity. And whereas it ſeems more eligible to encourage 
than compel ſuch improvement in religion, morality, and civilization 
among ſuch ſlaves, for the purpoſes aforeſaid, and for other good purpoſes : 
Be it therefore further enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, That every 
owner and director of any ſlave on any eſtate within the leeward iſlands; 
ſhall within two months after the publication of this Act, and alſo 61 the 
firſt day of January every year, convene and aſſemble together the ſlaves 
under his direction, and inquire which of them have a huſband or wife, 
or more than one, and if an acknowledgment be made in conſequence of 
ſuch inquiry of more than one huſband or wife, then ſuch owner or director 
ſhall compel ſuch ſlave making ſuch acknowledgment to ele& ſome one 
ſlave only as his or her huſband or wife, and when ſuch election is made, 
ſuch owner or director ſhall enter the ſame in a book to be kept for that 
purpoſe, and make the ſame as public as poſſible by convening once in 
every twelve months all the ſlaves upon ſuch plantation, and reading to 
them the ſame in a diſtin& and audible voice, at the ſame time extolling 
the good behaviour of thoſe who have been faithful to their engagements, 
and reprobating the miſcondu& of thoſe who have ated to the contrary, 
doing his utmoſt to keep together in harmony, the parties who have made 
ſuch election, and to encourage all the other ſlaves of which he is manager, 
maſter or director, as they ſhall arrive at the age of maturity, to make ſuch 
election as aforeſaid, and adhere as ſtrictly as poſſible to the ſame : And 
every owner or director of any female flave who ſhall have a child while 
ſhe preſerves her fidelity to ſuch engagement as aforeſaid, or is reputed ſo 
to do, ſhall in ſix weeks after the birth of ſuch child, if the ſame be then 


' living, pay and give to the mother of ſuch child four dollars, and the ſame 


ſum with one dollar more for every other child ſhe ſhall bear and have 
under the ſame circumſtances ; and if any owner or director ſhall omit in 
any reſpe& to comply with and fulfil the directions of this clauſe, he ſhall 
forfeit the ſum of fifty pounds for every ſuch omiſſion, 


XXIII. And be it further enaied by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
gvety owner and director ſhall give to every male and female ſlave who 
C3 
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Thatl-Itve together faithfully and peaceably as aforeſdid, as man and wiſh; 
one dollar each tor every year that they ſhall ſo live together. | 


XXIV. And be it further triaited by the Zuthortty 's torelatd, That as 
ſoon as any female flave ſhall have fix children living, and who have been 
born during ſuch cohabitation us aſoreſaid, the youngeſt of which thall be 
ſeven years of age, the owner or director of ſuch female ſlave ſhall not 
oblige ſuch female flave to do any other than light work, under the penalty 
of twenty pounds, 


XXV. And be it further enatted by the Zuthority aforeſaid, That no 
owner or director of any ſlave. nor any overſeer, nor any other deſcription 
of white men on any plantation, ſhall weaken the eflet of the exhor- 
tations and inquiries enjoined by this law by his own irregular conduct, 
in cohabiting or having criminal commerce with any female flave who ſhall 
have eleQecd her huſband as aforeſaid, every ſuch perſon for every ſuch 
offence being thereof convicted by legal teſtimony before any two or more 
Juſtices of the peace, ſhall forfeit and pay the ſum of one hundred pounds, 


XXVI. And whereas, | it appears to be impracticable io ineffectual to 
endeavour to compel any flave to adopt and conform themſelves to' any 
religious eſtabliſhment, although they may be brought gradually to a con- 
ſiderable degree of religious knowledge, by attention on the part cf their 
owners or directors and the clergy, Be it thereſore further enatted by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That in caſe any owner or director ſhall in any 
manner whatſoever, reſtrain or prohibit, or cauſe to be reſtrained or pro- 
| hibited, any ſlave, (excepting ſuch whoſe ſervices are neceſſary on a Sunday) 

under his or her direction from receiving religious inſtruQion, by attending 
on Sundays at any church or chapel or any other place of worſhip held by 


the regularly eſtabliſhed clergy of any religious chriſtian {+ tolerated in the 


leeward iſlands, or by receiving baptiſm according to the rites of the regu- 


larly eſtabliſhed church or other tolerated chriſtian church, ſuch owner or 


director for every ſuch offence, ſhall forfeit the ſum of five pounds ; and in 
caſe any regular clergyman who has any living in any of the leeward 
Hands, ſhall refuſe or neglect when thereto realonably required to baptize 
any ſlave without fee or reward, on any Sunday immediately after divine 
ſervice, ſuch clergyman ſhall forfeit and pay for every ſuch refuſal and 
neglect the ſum of thirty ſhillings, provided that ſuch clergyman ſhall 
not be compelled ſo to do in caſe of the ignorance or ill character of ſuch 
ſlave fo requiring to be baptized, but that in all ſuch caſes, ſuch clergyman 
15 endeavour by exhortation and inſtruction to qualify ſuch ſlave as he 


may ſo reject, to be thereafter baptized and received into the faith of 


Chriſt! s Church, 


XXVII. And be it nirther enafted by the 2uthority aforeſaid, That 
when any ſlave ſhall be ſick or unable from any accident or cauſe what- 
ſoever to perform his uſual duty or labour, his or her owner or director 
ſhall cauſe ſuch ſlave to be viſited by ſome perton duly qualified to practice 
phyſic and ſurgery according to the laws of the reſpective iſlands where 
ſuch ſlave ſhall live, and ſhall cauſe ſuch medicines, food, and other necet- 
ſaries as ſuch qualified praQtitioner ſhall from time to time reaſonably 


order or direCt to be duly adminiſtered to ſuch lave, under the penalty of 
five pounds, XXVII. 
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XXVIII. And be it further enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 


every medical man ſo qualified as aforeſaid, or a proper white aſſiſtant, ſhall 
attend each eſtate to the care of which he ſhall be appointed, at leait two 
days in every week whether thereto eſpecially called or not, unleſs he has 
notice in writing from the proprietor or director of ſuch eſtate, that his 
preſence is not required, and ſuch medical man or white aſſiſtant as afore- 


aid, ſhall further attend at all times when eſpecially called upon ſo to do 


by the proprietor or director of the ſlaves reſpectively, and if any medical 
man ſhall offend againſt this clauſe, he ſhall forfeit the ſum of five pounds, 


XXIX. And be it further enatted by the Authoricy aforeſaid, That 
the ſaid practitioner or his aſſiſtant thall attend within eight hours after the 
call has come to his or their knowledge, under the penalty of ten pounds, 


XXX. And be it further enaſted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
every owner or director of ſlaves ſhall have, under the penalty of one hun- 
dred pounds, on the eſtate or place where the ſlaves uſually reſide, a com- 
modious hoſpital or ſick houſe, furniſhed with proper convenlences for the 
ſick, and a ſufficient pumber of attendants, and ſhall, under the penalty of 
twenty ſhillings, either in his own perſon or by ſome white perſon under 


his direction, attend as often as may be requiſite at the hoſpital or ſick 


houſe, to ſee that the ſick are furniſhed with the medicines that may be 
ordered for them by the ſaid practitioner or his aſſiſtant in the manner ſo 
ordered, and alſo with ſuch dict as the ſaid practitioner or his aſſiſtant ſhall 
reaſonably direct to be given. 


XXXI. And be it further enaſted by the Authority aforeſaid, That a 
book or regiſter ſhall be provided and kept on every ſuch eſtate by the owner 
or director under the penalty of forty ſhillings, in which the practitioner or 
aſſiſtant ſhall alſo, under the penalty of forty ſhillings, write in Engliſh lan- 
guage, oppolite to the name of ſuch ſlave fo being fick, his directions as to the 
time or times of adminiſtering the medicines he intends to preſcribe, ſtating the 
form in which they are to be ſent, whether in pills, powder, or mixture, or 
in whatſoever other form, and alſo as to the diet to be provided for the 
ſlave, and at the end of the ſame directions, he ſhall write his preſerip- 
tions in the form uſually followed by medical practitioners, 


XXXII. And be it further enaſted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
whenever any owner or director of any ſlaves ſhall have occaſion to tend 
a ſpecial call to the praQitioner who ſhall have the care of the ſlaves under 
his direction, he ſhall ſend the ſame in writing in the ſaid book or re- 
giſter, ſtating the time of the day or night when he ſends for the ſame 
to the beſt of his knowledge, and the name, age, ſex, aid bodily appear- 
ance of the ſlave or ſlaves, on whoſe account ſuch call is made, together 
with the moſt material or urgent ſymptoms which ſuch ſlave exhibits, 
and any other circumſtances that he may think will aſſiſt the ſaid praQi- 


- tioner in forming a judgment of the caſe, and may enable him to carry 


with him, ſuch medicine as he may from ſuch ſtatement, judge to be 
proper if he can go immediately to viſit the ſaid {lave, or to ſend ſuch 


medicines or directions as may be of uſe, until he can viſit him or her, 


or cauſe him or her to be viſited by his aſſiſtant or ſome other practition- 
er, if he has ſuch other urgent medical buſineſs to attend, as to prevent 
his viſiting the ſaid ſlave immediately, and that the ſaid ann, 


* 
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his aſſiſtant, or ſome other free perſon who may be kept to make np 
and diſpenſe medicines for him, ſhall inſert in the ſame book or regiſter [ 
immediately after the ſtatement herein before directed to be made by the 
owner or director of the flave, the time as nearly as he can, when the 
ſaid call ſhall arrive at the dwelling or other houſe of the ſaid practitioner. | 
as aforeſaid, under the penalty of forty ſhillings. | | 


XXXIII. And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That | 
every practitioner ſhall Keep, under the penalty of five pounds, on every | 
eſtate under his reſpective care, a ſmall quantity of ſuch medicines as may 
with ſafety be left in the hands of a perſon unſkilled in the ſcience of 
medicine, to be at hand in caſe of ſudden emergency, with ſuch directions | 
as to their uſe, as he may judge ſufficient for the information of the. | 
owner or director of the ſlaves, which directions ought to be inſerted in | 
the firſt page of every new book or regiſter ſo to be provided and kept as 5 
aforeſaid, under the penalty of forty ſhillings, | 


XXXIV. And be it further enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
every proprietor of an eſtate ſhall employ ſome medical gentleman pro- | 
perly qualified by the year, provided the proprietor of the ſaid eſtate is not | 
a medical man himſelf, and provided ſuch medical aſſiſtance can be pro- — 
cured upon reaſonable terms, under the penalty of ten ſhillings for every | 
ſlave upon ſuch eſtate, | | 


XXXV. And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That | 
upon the firſt day of January in every year, or at the firſt meeting of the | 
Council and Aſſembly of the iſland wherein the eftate hereafter 
mentioned may be fituated, the owner or director of every plantation | 
within the leeward iſlands, ſhall, under the penalty of one hundred | 
pounds, return upon oath before the Council and Aſſembly of the ſaid iſland, | 
a juſt and true account of all the births and deaths of the ſlaves on ſuch 1 
plantation, and alſo of the manner in which, to the beſt of his opinion 
and judgment, the ſaid ſlaves have been attended and provided for when 
ſick for the preceding year, or during ſuch time as he hath had the poſ- 
ſeſſion or management of ſuch plantation: And if any proprietor, mana- 

ger, or director ſhall quit a plantation where he has reſided at any time, 
between the firſt of January in one year, and the firſt of January in the 
enſuing year, ſuch proprietor, manager, or director, ſhall within ten days 
after he has ſo quitted ſuch plantation, make out ſuch return. as before 
directed, up to the time when he does io remove, under the penalty laſt | 
aforeſaid. Hd \ 


XXXVI. And be it further enated by the Authority aforcſatd, That | 
the doctor or ſurgeon ot every plantation thall on the firit day of January | 
in every year, or at the firſt meeting of the Council and Aſſembly of the | 

ifland wherein ſuch eſtates ſhall be ſituated, return as aforeſaid upon oath, | 

an account of the ſlaves who have died upon ſuch plantation in the pre- | 
ceeding year, or during ſuch time as he hath had the care of ſuch ſlaves, | 
with the real cauſes of ſuch deaths to the beſt of his knowledge, judg- | 
„ment, and belief, and allo of the manner in which, to the beſt of his 
| knowledge and belief, the invalid and ſick ſlaves have been treated and 
attended to, under the penalty of one hundred pounds for every ſuch 

_ offence againſt this clauſe. . | 
Wy. XXXVII. 
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XXXVII. And be it further enated by the Authority aforeſaid, That 


every owner or director of any female ſlave within the leeward iſlands, who 
ſhall be five months gone with child, ſhall keep and detain ſuch female 
ſlave upon the eſtate to which ſhe belongs, at all times when the other 
flaves are at work, but not employ her otherwiſe than in taking care of 
the children on the eſtate, or other light work, and ſuch owner or director 
ſhall upon no account, ſuffer ſuch female ſlave to quit the ſaid eſtate at 
the times the other ſlaves are at work, and employed thereon, nor ſhall 
any ſuch female ſlave be puniſhed in any other menner than by confine- 
ment, and if any owner or director as aforeſaid, ſhall offend againſt this 
clauſe in any reſpect, he ſhall forfeit for the ſame the ſum of five pounds. 


XXXVIII. And be it further enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
whenever a negro woman ſlave ſhall be pregnant with her firſt child, every 
owner or director of every ſuch negro woman ſlave ſhall ere& and build 
for her a roomy and commodious negro houſe of two rooms, provided ſhe 
has no ſuch houſe, and ſuch proprietor ſhall not chooſe to compel her to 
lay-in 10 the ward or hoſpital for lying-in women hereafter mentioned, 
under the penalty of twenty pounds, | 


XXXIX. And be it further enated by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
where the number of female ſlaves in any of the leeward iſlands in which a 
cargo of ſlaves ſhall be imported, ſhall not exceed the number of males, the 
ſum of ten ſhillings ſhall be paid for every male ſo imported, and alſo that 
the ſum of fifty pounds ſhall be paid for every aged and infirm negro ſlave 
imported into any of the leeward iſlands in any cargo after the expiration 
of two years from the publication of this Ac, 


XL. And it is hereby further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
every penalty and forfeiture impoled by this Act, not otherwiſe recoverable, 
ſhall be recovered by warrant under the hands and ſeals of any two or more 


| Juitices of the peace, directed to the Provoſt Marſhal or his lawtul deputy, 


who is hereby authorized to levy the ſame on the goods and chattels of 
every perſon or perſons offending againſt this Act, and who thall be con- 
victed thereof before ſuch Juſtices, and ſhall bring the tame to ſale within 
ten days after ſuch levy, and for the want of ſuch goods and chattels, ſuch 


offender ſhall be committed to the common Jail of the iſtand where ſuch 


offence ſhall be committed, for any time not exceeding {ix months, nor lefs 
than five days, at the diſcretion of ſuch Juſtices, and all ſuch penalties and 
forfeitures ſhall go and belong to the perſons informing againſt ſuch offender: 
Provided nevertheleſs, that every perſon ſo convicted may appeal to the 
next ſuperior court of criminal juriſdiction if he conceives himſelf aggrieved. 


XLI. And whereas many perſons have often been prevented from ſup- 
plving their ſlaves with ſafficient food and clothing by the inc umbered ſtate 
of their property, their plantations and ſlaves being ſometimes charged with 
mortgages or other incumbrances to ſo great an amount as upon a levy 
and ſale thereof to leave no ſurplus or fund for the jatisfaction of debts due 
for proviſions. or clothing furniſhed for the neceſſary ſubſiſtence of their 
ſlaves, and merchants have therefore been diſcouraged from ſelling provi- 


ſions or clothing to perſons in doubtful or embarraſſed circumſtances, to tha 


very great diſtreſs and danger of the ſlaves, and alſo to the maniteſt preju- 
dice of mortgagees or other creditors whoſe ſecurities may either wholly or, 
| D 2 an 
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in a very great meaſure depend upon the lives or good condition of {ich 
ſlaves: Be it therefore, alſo enated and ordained by the Autheri::» 
- aforeſaid, That all debts which from and after the publication of this Act 
ſhall be contracted by the proprietor or pofſeſſor of any piece or parcel of 
land cultivated and carried on as a ſugar, cotton or coffee plantation, or by 
any proprietor or poſſeſſor of ſlaves not leſs than twenty in number, gene- 
rally employed as a taſk gang, or by the lawful attorney or agent of ſach 
proprietor or poſſeſſor, for any ſpecies of proviſions or clothing herein 
before mentioned and directed to be provided for ſlaves, ſhall be deemed 
and conſidered as ſpecihe or prior liens or incumbrances upon all and every 
ſlave and ſlaves belonging to ſuch plantation or taſk gang, as far as the 
eſtate or interelt of the proprietor or poſſeſſor of ſuch ſlaves doth or can 
extend to pay and ſatisfy the ſame ; and that all and every ſuch debt cr 
debts ſhall be paid and ſatisfied in preference to any other debt or in- 
cumbrances whatſoever, altho' exiiting before. the paſſing this Act, ex- 
cept debts now due or hereafter to become due to his Majeſty, his heirs 
or ſucceſſors, provided ſuch proviſions or clothing ſhall have been actu- 
ally ſold and delivered within the ſpace or term of twelve calendar montlis 
next hefore the commencement of eny action ar ſuit. for recovering cr 
enforcing payment for the ſame, and that ſuch aQion or ſuit be com- 
menced, proceeded upon, tried, and determined in the manner and torn 
hereinafter mentioned, - "0 


* 


XLIt. And in order to prevent perſons in diſtreſſed ar.4 embarr-ſſed 
circumſtances, from fraudulently diſpoſing of, or otherwiſe miſapplying 
any negro proviſions or clothing which they have procured in conſe- 
quence of this AQ, to the prejudice of their former or other creditors, 
and that ſuch frauds may the more eaſily be detected and punithed : Be it 
alſo enaited and ordained by the Authority aforeſaid, that whenever an y 
negro proviſions or clothing ſhall be ſcld, and the perſon or perſons ſellin;; 
the ſame is or are deſirous that the ſlaves of the perſon or perſons to whom 
or for 'whoſe ute ſuch proviſions or clothing are fold and delivered, ſhould 
be ſpecifically bound for the payment of the monies due or cwing for 


the ſame, a memorandum in writing of ſuch ſale and delivery ſhall upon 


tae ſame day be made and entered in a book to be kept for that particu- 
lar purpoſe, and ſuch memorandum or entry ſhall be ſigned by the per- 


ſon or perſons to whom or for whoſe uſe the ſaid proviſions or clothing 


were ſold and delivered, or by his, her, or their lawful attorney or attor- 
nies, or known agent or white ſervant. And if the perſon or perſons 
to whom or for whoſe uſe ſuch proviſions or clothing have been ſo fold 
and delivered, or his, her, or their attorney or known agent or ſervant, 
ſhall ſ-ll, give away, or exchange the ſaid proviſions or clothing, or any 
part or parcel thereof, then and in ſuch caſe the perſon or perſons ſo of- 
tending thall for every ſuch offence, forfeit and pay the ſum of five hundted 


pounds: And if ſuch fine ſhall not be paid during the ſittit g or ſeſſion of 


the court before whom the ſaid offence ſhall be prolecuted, ſuch offender or 


offenders ſhall ſuffer one year's impriſonment without bail or main prize, 


in lie" of the ſaid fine. 


xl in. And be it alſo enatted and ordained by the Authority aforeſaid, 


That whenever any complaint or information in writing of or concerning 
the ielling, giving away, or exchanging any negro proviſions or clothing, 


contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, ſhall be made or exhi-, 


bited 


. — 
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bited to any Juſtice of the peace, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for ſuch 
3 and he is hereby required to order and direct any perſon or perſons 

aving in his, her, or their cuſtody, poſſeſſion, or power, any bock or 
books wherein any memorandum or acknowledgment in writing of the ſale 
and delivery of any negto proviſions or elothing ſhall be made or entered 
in purſuance of this Act, to produce before him ſuch book or books, and 


| alſo to examine upon oath ſuch perſon or perſons, or any other perſon or 


PEW whom he in his diſcretion ſhall think proper, touching the ſaid 
ook or books, or the entries made or contained therein, ſo far as the ſame 
ſhall appear to be neceſſary or material for the proof or ſupport of the ſaid 
complaint or information; and alſo to require or take from the perſon or 
perſons having in his, her, or their cuſtody, poſſeſſion or power, ſuch book 
or books, a recognizance in and for the ſum of five hundred pounds cur- 
rent gold or ſilver money, conditioned for the appearance of ſuch perſon or 
perſons at the Court wherein ſuch complaint or information is intended to 
be further proſecuted, and for his, her, or their producing before the 
Grand Jury and Petit Jury of the ſaid Court, ſuch book or books or wri- 
tings, as in the ſaid recognizance ſhall be particularly mentioned and ſpeci- 
fied, and for his, her, or their duly attending to give evidence or teſtimon 
at or upon the trial of any indictment or information which ſhall be pre- 
ferred or proſecuted for the ſelling, giving away, or exchanging any negro 
proviſions or clothing, contrary to the true intent and meaning of this Act, 
or to the like purport or effect; and if ſuch perſon or perſons ſhall refuſe to 
produce ſuch book or books, or to be examined touching the ſame as aforeſaid, 
or to enter into a recognizance to the purport or effect aforeſaid, he, ſhe, or 
they ſhall, by warrant under the hand and ſeal of ſuch Juſtice, be committed 
to the common jail, there to remain without bail or main prize, until he, 
ſhe, or they ſhall ſubmit to produce ſuch book or books, and be examined 
touching the ſame, and to enter into ſuch recognizance as aforeſaid, 


XLIV. And be it alſo enated and ordained by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if upon the trial of any indictment or information which may be pro- 
ſecuted for the ſaid offence, it ſhall appear to the Court and Jury before 
whom ſuch indictment or information ſhall be tried, that within the ſpace 
of three calendar months next before the commiſſion of the fact charged in 
ſuch indictment or information, any negro proviſions or clothing have been 
ſold ard delivered in purſuance of this Act, for the uſe of the ſlaves belong- 
ing to the plantation or taſk gang in the poſſeſſion or under the care or 
direction of the defendant or defendants to ſuch indictment or information, 
end that a memorandum or entry of ſuch ſale and delivery in manner and 
form herein before mentioned hath been duly made, and the ſaid defendant 
cr defendants ſhall not be able to prove that the negro proviſions and 
clothing, for the ſale, gift, or exchange whereof, the ſaid indictment or 
information is proſecuted, were not purchaſed and delivered in purſuance 
of this Act, but upon the credit of the perſon or perſons to whom and for 
whoſe uſe the ſame were ſold and delivered, ſuch omiſſion or want of proof 
by or on the part of ſuch defendant or defendants, ſhall be deemed and 


taken as ſufficient evidence or proof to the Grand Jury and Petit Jury, that 


ſuch negro proviſions or clothing have been ſold, given away, or exchanged 
contrary to the intention of this AQ, 


XL. And be it alſo enaitted and ordained by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That when any action or ſuit ſhall be commenced and proſecuted for the 
| E | | payment 
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payment or recovery of any monies due or owing for negro proviſions ob 
clothing, and it is intended that ſuch action or ſuit ſhall operate or take 
e ffect as a prior charge or lien upon the ſlaves of the defendant or defend- 
ants to ſuch action or ſuit, or of bis, her, or their teſtator, teſtatrix, or 
inteſtate, under or by virtue of this Act, the declaration or counts in ſuch 
action or ſuit, ſhall not mention or contain any article, conſideration, or 
cauſe of action whatſoever, other than the ſale and delivery of ſuch provi- 
ſions or clothing; nor ſhall the Jury upon the trial of ſuch action or ſuit, 
find or aſſeſs any other or greater damages by way of intereſt or otherwiſe, 
than the amount or value of the proviſions or clothing actually ſold and 
delivered to ſuch defendant or defendants, or his, her, or their teſtator, 
teſtatrix, or inteſtate. within the ſaid term of twelve calendar months next 
before the commencement of ſuch action or ſuit; nor ſhall any damages 
whatſoever be found or aſſeſſed in ſuch action or ſuit, unleſs a particular 
account of the ſeveral quantities of the ſaid proviſions or clothing, and the 
price or prices at or for which the ſame were actually ſold and delivered be 
produced and proved in open court, and it be alſo proved that a memoran- 
dum or acknowledgment in writing of the ſale and delivery of ſuch provi- 
ſions or clothing was duly made and entered in the manner and form herein 
before mentioned and required; nor ſhall any other admiſſion, acknow- 
ledgment, or confeſſion of the defendant or defendants in ſuch action or 
ſuit, or of any other perſon or perſons, on his, her, or their part or behalf 
be received or admitted as proof of the ſale or delivery of ſuch proviſions 
or clothing, or any part thereof, any law, uſage, or cuſtom to the eontrary 
notwithſtanding. 


XLVI. And be it alſo enatted and ordained by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That immediately after the verdict of the Jury ſhall be given in ſuch action 
or ſuit, the Secretary or Clerk of the Court ſhall add to the entry of ſuch 
verdict, the following words, viz. According to the form and effect of the 
« Act of the General Council and General Aſſembly of the Leeward Cha- 
« ribbee Iſlands.” And the ſame words ſhall alſo be mentioned in the 
entry of any judgment which ſhall be obtained upon ſuch verdict, and in 
any writ of execution iſſued upon ſuch judgment, and alſo in the entry or 
notice of ſuch execution in the books of the Provoſt Marſhal, Deputy Pro- 
voſt Marſhal, or other perſon to whom the ſaid writ of execution ſhall be 
delivered, | 


XLII. And be it alſo enaited and ordained by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That all ſlaves belonging to the perſon or perſons to whom or for whoſe 
uſe ſuch proviſions or clothing were fold and delivered, ſhall be bound and 
be liable for the payment or ſatisfaction of any writ of execution which 
ſhall be iſſued upon any judgment obtained in ſuch action or ſuit in the 
manner and form herein before mentioned, provided ſuch judgment ſhall 
be obtained within the (pace or term of nine calendar months next after the 
commencement of ſuch action or ſuit ; and that when any writ or writs of 
execution have been already iſſued againſt the defendant or defendants in 
ſuch action or ſuit, or his or their anceſtor, teſtator, or inteſtate, the plain- 
tiff or plaintiffs in ſuch action or ſuit, or ſome other perſon or perſons on 
his, her, or their behalf, ſhall make. oath before any Judge or Juſtice, of 
the writ wherein ſuch action or ſuit ſhall be commenced, of the monies 
which according to the beſt of his, her, or their knowledge and belief, are 
really and bona fide due or owing unto ſuch plaintiff or plaintiffs, and deli- 

ver 
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ver a true copy of ſuch affidavit or depoſition, aſter the ſame hath been filed 
in the proper office, unto the Provoſt Marſhal or other Othcer whoſe duty 
it may be to levy the ſaid writ or writs of e together with a notice 
in writing ſigned by ſuch plaintiff or plaintiffs, or his, her, or their Counſel 
or Attorney, requiring the ſaid Provoſt Marſhal, Deputy Provoſt Marſhal, 
or other Officer, it any monies ſhall be received by him under or by virtue 
of the ſaid writ or writs of execution, to keep and retain ſo much of the 


ſaid monies as will be ſufficient to ſatisfy any judgment which may there- 
after be obtained in ſuch action or ſuit, - 


XLVIII. And be it alſo enafied and ordained by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That all judgments recovered againſt any executors or adminiſtrators for 
monies due or owing for negro proviſions and clothing ſold and delivered 
to their teſtator or inteſtate, in purſuance of this Act, ſhall be paid and 
ſatisfied in preference to any other judgment, incumbrance, or debt 
whatſoever, other than debts due to his Majeſty, his heirs, or ſucceſſors ; 
provided that an action or ſuit for the recovery of the ſaid monies ſo due 
and owing for negro proviſions and clothing, be commenced within one 
calendar month next after the will of the perſon to,whom or for whoſe 
uſe the ſaid proviſions or clothing were ſold ere hath been 

roved and recorded, or letters of adminiſtration the goods and chat- 
tels, rights and credits, of the perſon to whom or for whoſe uſe ſuch 
proviſions or clothing were fold and delivered hath been obtained, and 
that ſuch ſuit be proſecuted to judgment with effect and without any 
improper or unneceſlary delay whatſoever, 


XLIX. And be it alſo enatted and ordained by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if any doubt or diftevity ſhall ariſe upon the conſtruction of any 
ſcion, ciauſe, or ſentence contained in this Act, ſuch ſection, clauſe, 
or ſentence, ſhall always be favourably conſtrued in ſuch manner and 
form, as will beſt tend to promete and ſecure the protection and comfort 
of ſlaves, according to the true intent and meaning of this A 


L. And be it alſo enated and ordained by the air aforeſaid, 
That if any action, ſuit, or proſecution ſhall be commenced or proſecuted 
againſt any Juſtice or Juſtices, or any other perſon or perſons, for any 
matter or thing done or performed under, or by viatue of this AQ, it 
ſhall and may be lawful to and for the defendant or defendants in any 
ſuch action, or ſuit, or proſecution, to plead the general iffue, and to 
give this AQ and the ſpecial matter in evidence; and if the plaintiff or 

laintifls, proſecutor or proſecutors in ſuch action, ſuit, or proſecution, 
ſhall be nonſuited or diſcontinue ſuch action, ſuit, or proſetution, or 
judgment ſhall be given againſt ſuch plaintiff or plaintiffs; or proſecutor 
or proſecutors, upon verdict, demurrer or otherwiſe, ſuM plaintiff or 
plaintiffs, or proſecutor or proſecutors, ſhall pay to ſuch defendant or 
defendants, treble coſts of ſuit, for which ſuch defendant or defendants 
ſhall have the like remedy as any other defendant or defendants have or 
may have in any other actions or ſuits, 


LI. And be it alſo enatted and ordained by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That nothing hereinbefore contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to 
extend to prevent or hinder the Legiſlature of any iſland or iſlands with- 
in the government of the leeward charibbee iſlands from making and 

E 2 „ paſſing 


p 
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affing any law or i hich may bo thought neceſſary and proper, for 
paſſing betrer Tat e -prgteQtion of the {laves in ſuch iſland, or for 
explaining or amending a f the clauſes or ſentences in this Act heres 
in before mentioned and contained: fo as ſuch law or laws do not contain 
any clauſe, watter, or thing, which ſhall in any degree leſſen or reſttain 
ary protection, privilege, or indulgence, provided or granted to ſlaves 
by this Act, —_— to the truę intent and meaning thereof, 


III. and be it further enatted-by the Authority aforeſaid, That all 
penalties hereby impoſed and not herein before provided for, ſhall be 


recoverable by indictmem or information in any of his Majeſty's courts 
of record, within any of the ſaid iflands where ſuch penalties may be 
incurred; and that ſucts penalties when ſo recovered, ſhall be paid into 
the public treaſury of 12 laid 1 + to be appropriated ſor the public 
uſes OS | | 


9 


— And it is hereby eiprefily declared,” that this AR 
Mal not be in torce or. have any effect or operation whatſoever, until 
apptoved. and con- by his Majeſty, and ſuch approbation and con- 


e ſball haven al * and Ar 


ONE * Dated in nnr cunrorneR this Twenty-firſt Day of 
W ORE April, in the Thirty-eighth Year of the Reign of 
our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the Third, by the Grace 
Re Were ĩͤ f Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, King, 
Eh, 2 r of the Faith, and fo forth; and in the 
. if our Lord One Thal Seven Hundred 

a 4 Mace | 


Read and Poſe? the 41. un ii, bs It and paſſed the Gene- 


ral jy ly tbis 16th ral Council this 20th 
"EY ril- 1998, Day of April 1798. 


nene; E. Mook, 
n of General 2 Clerk of General Council. 


